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The Study of Present Status of Whitewater Kayaking in Japan

‘ Kenji HAGA

The purpose of this study was to examine the present status of Whitewater Kayaking in Japan on the whole,

and make hypotheses for the next studies. -
The results were summarized as follows:

(1) Whitewater Kayaking have been spreaded particularly in large city Tokyo and Osaka and around that’s

area, kayaking have been spreaded during the last five years. Most of kayakers live in these area.

(2) In another area, canoe institutions of each prefecture and kayaking clubs mainly are making effort for

- the spread of kayaking. But they have many troubles organically and substantially. So, in most of these

area, many activities for the spread depend on the individual effort.

(3) In Tokyo and Osaka and around that’s area, kayaking mainly have been spreaded by some private groups

organized by kayaking schools, makers and shops, and some kayaking clubs. Many kayakers not orga-

nized by institutions of each prefecture have connections with these groups.

The following hypothesis could be made by this study and partly have been made sure.

(1) Kayakers in twenties and thirties remarkably are much more than other ager..

(2) Most of kayakers idea for his kayaking may be recreational, and not competitional.

(3) Many of participants for competitions have the idea that a competition is only a part of his whole

kayaking activities.
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