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A Study on Recreation Activities in Rivers and Riversides

MAKOTO SUZUKI*

The purpose of this study was to search out some basic knowledge and criteria for the recreation planning
of water front spacies, especially rivers and riverside. The process of the study basically divided into two steps:

1. Definning the river and riverside as a recreation space with its specific characters by means of examining the '

existing literature and reports; 2. Research on images of rivers in the consciousness of 1287 residents living in

Edogawa ward Tokyo. And examine the results with the former research efforts.

On the basic knowledge of river spacies for outside recreations through the study (Step 1), it was briefly

concluded that:

1. People can enjoy the great variety of outside recreation activities in rivers and riversides.

2. River spacies are very important as our ordinary recreation area.

The results of the research (Step 2) were summarized as follows:

1. Three types of riverside recreation activities were found out such as the wide river type, the narrow

river type and the common type. And seventeen recreation activities were classified into those three

types. (See Table 3)

2. The characteristics of the riverside recreation activities were made clear by means of Theory of Quanti-

fication (W) analysis and cross analysis on each sex and ages of the desired riverside recreation activities.

The results were made into a checklist for the river recreation planning. (See Table 6)
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Table 1. Children’s plays related to rivers
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Fig.1. Difference of desired recreations between wide rivers and narrow rivers.
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Table 4. Classification table for riverside recreations based on Quantification Theory Third
Family analysis ( Wide rivers)
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Table 5. Classification table for riverside recreation based on Quantification Theory Third
Family analysis (Narrow rivers)
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Table 6. Check-list of riverside recreations based on recreational charactaristics
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Table 9.

Rankings of desired recreations of each sex and ages (Wide rivers)
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Table 10. Rankings of desired recreations of each sex and ages (Narrow rivers)
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