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A Verification of Johan Huizinga’s Criticism of Modern Civilization
~Focussing on the Modern Architecture of Two Big Cities in the Netherlands~

Takashi SUGIURA*, Hiroyuki ISHIKAWA**

Abstract

This paper aims at verifying Johan Huizinga's criticism of modern civilization from the point of view
of the modernization of architecture and the development of urban areas in the Netherlands.
Representative of Huizinga’s criticism of modern civilization is his consistent objection to the standardi-
zation of culture. We will clarify here in what concrete shape the standardization of culture manifested
itself in Dutch modern architecture and urban areas.

On the basis of Huizinga’s criticism, we examined the modern architecture of two big cities in the
Netherlands, Amsterdam and Rotterdam, from the 19th century until the middle of the 20th century.
As a result we found that in the outskirts of Amsterdam buildings for collective housing were con-
structed in which pre-fab style exterior walls and concrete and the like were used. Furthermore, that
in Rotterdam standardized architecture constituted even the main stream of architecture in that period.
In both cities emphasis was put on economy and in order to construct efficiently the esthetic decorative
element in architecture was eliminated. With regard to the collective housing projects, the standardiza-
tion of architectural design was originally prompted by the desire to improve the miserable living con-
ditions of the masses of labourers who worked in the urban areas. This required mass-construction
which was made possible by standardization. However, as a result the cultural and spiritual elements
in architecture as Huizinga imagined these, that is to say architecture rich in esthetic decoration and
variation, became largely forgotten in the field of architecture.
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