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The relationship between people’s places of residence to the level of
natural environment in everyday lives and
their consciousness for environmental conservation

——A research on mothers who send their children to
kindergarten in the urban areas of Tokyo——

ISHII Akiko*, SAWAMURA Hiroshi**, TAKAHASHI Masanori**

Abstract

With both mothers of children who go to kindergarten within 23 wards of the Tokyo
metropolitan area, namely the very heart of Tokyo, and mothers of children who go to
kindergarten in the suburbs of Tokyo as the targets, a survey using questionnaire sheets
was conducted. Considering the distance from the residences to the kindergartens and the
places of residence as a part of natural environment just like the surroundings of the kin-
dergarten, Kindergarten were divided into two types. Namely the kindergartens in the 23
wards belonging to "urban model” and the kindergartens in the suburbs belonging to "sub-
urb model”. And how these types are related to the following five items was
investigated:(1)the ideal lifestyle, (2)how they make their children get closer to nature,
(3)how they see the regulation of environmental conservation, (4)how they see the devel-
opment of nature, and (5)how much they have a sense of crisis confronting life.

The results of the survey obtained:
1.For mothers belong to urban model, natural environment is not necessarily important in
the living nor working place. They have such lifestyle as to create occasions to get closer
to nature as special activities in holidays, etc. Many of them agree to the regulation of en-
vironmental conservation and tend to disagree to the development of nature. There are
many who have a sense of crisis confronting life.
2.For mothers belong to "suburb model” , it is ideal to have natural environment in all
areas of their lives, the working space as well-living space. They have such lifestyle as to
get closer to nature in everyday life. Many of them disagree to the regulation of environ-
mental conservation and tend to agree to the development of nature. There are few who
have a sense of crisis confronting life.

‘HlBKFREEREET 7 — GEHEE) Licenced Professional Training Center, Tokai Universty
T HAKFE I College of Humanities and Sciences, Nihon University
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As a result of 1 and 2, it is inferred that their present behavior that consider for en-
vironment is not as act of pursuing coexistence with nature based on sufficient under-
standing of nature but rather an act that is stimulated by such factors as humans’' sense
of physical danger to them and for the sake of maintaining human society.

Key word: place of residence, urban area, way of getting closer to nature, awareness of en-
vironmental conservation, sense of crisis confronting life.
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