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An Analysis of Local Resident’s Perception on Grasslands in Aso Using
The Map Pointing Method
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Abstract

Aso Region in Aso Kuju National Park consists of vast and scenic manmade grass-
lands. (With decline of livestock industry and increasing elder population in this area),
however, these grasslands presently impose difficulties in management, as they are inti-
mately connected to human activities, (unlike untouched nature of the other national
parks). Therefore, it is a primary issue for this national park to proceed grassland conser-
vation planning with agreement and collaboration with local residents. For this purpose,
firstly, it is essential to understand local residents’ image of the grasslands. Secondly, it
needs to be analysed as spatial cognition in order to apply it to practical landuse planning.
This study analyzes local residents’ recognition of the grasslands by adopting the map
pointing method, which is simple for respondents to make legible assessment on grassland
landscape. The result clarifies the following. Respondents mostly prefer grasslands located
in dynamic topography that characterizes Aso’s scenic peculiarity.

Key Words: fil#& (Aso). HiBJ#EHs4: (The Map pointing method). B (grasslands)
TR DZEF (Local Resident’s perception)
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