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Segmentation and the Measurement Index of Windsurfers

Using a Conceptual Framework of Recreation Specialization

Hiroaki NINOMIYA*, Hideo KIKUCHI"*, Shinji MORINO™"*

Abstract

Recreation Specialization is a concept that explains the developmental proc-
ess of behavior patterns whereby leisure participants acquire knowledge and
skills and progress to higher stages of involvement in a particular activity over
time. This conceptual framework has been employed in understanding leisure be-
haviors through a segmentation approach. The purpose of this study is to create
the measurement index for segmenting windsurfers using conceptual framework
of recreation specialization. The data for this study were collected through
internet survey from windsurfers. The specialization indicators included four di-
mensions based upon the research result in the previous fieldwork study on
windsurfing. The scale reliability was examined using Cronbach’s alpha. Twelve
variables of the specialization index were sorted out. Principal components analy-
sis with varimax rotation was used to identify specialization components and
yielded four components; involvement dimension, equipment and media dimen-
sion, development dimension, and participation dimension. Four windsurfer types
were identified by cluster analysis. The findings of this study suggest that the
measurement index for segmenting windsurfers has the validity, because the
characteristic of each type almost agrees with the study result of the fieldwork.
The measurement index enables windsurfers to segment into the effective sub-
groups rested upon the concept of recreation specialization.
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