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Study on Integrated Play of Children
with and without Disabilities through a Workshop

Yoshisuke MIYAKE®, Fusayo ASANO®*, Ai MORI***

Abstract

This study investigates the points necessary for universal design playground
equipments which make possible to play children with and without disabilities
together, through an integrated play workshop for all children. First, importance
and meaning of child play was studied in literature, and a few surveys fo
schools for children with disabilities were conducted. From the results, a work-
shop was held using children-centered play items that some of them stimulated
five senses of children, were accessible by wheelchair, and had some sort of
movements. The points of observation for this workshop were a) imitating play
by children with disabilities, b) consideration by healthy children, ¢) similarity
in play, for both children with and without disabilities, and d) support by adults,
as well as development of play with time.

As the results, two points for designing universal design playground
equipments became clear: 1) It has to have variety to choose from in both func-
tionally and as elements, including trigger for inter-action between children with
and without disabilities; 2) It has to be easy to follow and easy to develop, but
inspires child’s spirit of adventure and gives sense of achievement at the same
time.

Keywords: Playground Equipment, Workshop, Children with Disabilities,
Universal Design.
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