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A research study for the change of sport environment
originating in the municipal merger

— Statistical analysis based on three different styles of merging —
Toshimichi Sako’, Yusuke Hamada® and Koji Hattori®

Abstract

In this paper, a questionnaire survey was conducted that investigates the environmental situation
for sports, between, before and after the municipal merger and that analyzed the data using three
modes of regional demarcation, “expanded area”, “assimilated area" and “newly-constituted area".
The survey respondents are part-time public sport instructors throughout Japan. The total number of
valid responses was 4,049. The implementation term of this research was from December 2006 to
February 2007.

As far as the general opinion about the sport environment is concerned, there were more positive
answers than negative ones in every demarcation before and after merging. However, there are also
some problems due to the transition after the municipal merger. In fact, the satisfaction in the sport
environment has deteriorated in all of the demarcations, notably in the “assimilated area". We will
suggest that such deterioration is the result of several “utilization problems" concerning sport facilities
such as “fare boosts", “registration difficulties" and “decline of traffic accessibilities".

According to our research, the dissatisfaction rate toward the sport environment has increased
after the municipal merger. Nevertheless, the rate of total satisfaction in the present situation is still
higher than the dissatisfaction rate. This is caused by some beneficial changes after the merger, for
example, a growing number of facilities, activities, interaction among members of different groups,
various events and the availability of more information.
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