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The Influence of the Umbrella Association on the National

Therapeutic Recreation Society
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Abstract

Historical problems between the relationship of NTRS and NRPA mainly developed from the
NTRS financial dependence on the NRPA and the limitated influence and extent of programs offered
by NTRS, as well as its degree of representation. NTRS had continued as a branch of NRPA because
it wanted to focus on sharing a unique common identity with NRPA. In addition, it would like to
concentrate on the delivery of special programs with them. The economic problems of NRPA caused
the increase of membership dues and project restrictions (i.e. its publications). The action of the
Executive Director of NRPA, John Davis worsened the relationship between NTRS and NRPA. It was
not until R. Dean Tice had been installed as the new Executive Director of NRPA in 1986, that budget
and communication problems improved for the NTRS. NRPA facilitated its partnership with NTRS,
and the legislative coalition began to function better, including its influence on the ADA, which the
existing president of NTRS praised.
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