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An Examination of Gunnery Camp
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Abstract

Gunnery Camp is said to be the first modrl of school camp that has been systemati-
cally organized and operated.Even though this camp has been widly quoted in various
literatures, it has been also found that there still remain many things unclear as to
this school camp, such as the period that this camp was held and the place of it. The
purpose of this article is therefore to examine and disclose these unfound aspects of
this experimental camp. For this purpose, the comparative analysis of relevant
literatures was made and the field trip to interview the people who were involved in
this camp program was also conducted from September 18 to 24,19%4.

The major findings are as follows:

(1) In 1850, Frederick William Gunn founded The Gunnery in Washington, Connecticut.
The school has been still exsisted with its tradition and high reputation. It was. also
found that both the library and the historical museum had been constructed in this
town in memory of Mr.and Mrs.Gunn.

(2) The Gunnery Camp was put into the program three times,i.e., in 1861, 1863 and 1865
at Welches Point in Milford. Milford is located some 40 miles south of Washington
facing Long Island Sound.

(3) After having been moved to Lake Waramaug in 1886, the Camp was offered until
1879, and suspended later, however, due to the change of the school calendar.

The Camp’s traditon has still been transmitted into various form of hiking, sports

activities and so forth.

(4) F.'W.Gunn was an educator of enthusiasm and abolitionist. He was also a real
outdoorman. All these personal and behavioral characteristics seem to have led him
to this experimental project, the Gunnery Camp.

This study is believed to be informative and instructive to those interested in the
study of the history of camping and those aiming at becoming a camp leader.

KEYWORDS : Gunnery Camp, Frederick William Gunn,
Organized Camp, History of Camping, The Gunnery
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composed about equally of boys and girls.
The school is sitated in the country ; the
buildings are picturesque and attractive ;
the atmosphere is warm and genial. In
this of which I dream, there is cooperation,
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