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Yasunosuke Gonda’s Thought on

Workers Leisure and Recreation

Natsuko SAKAUCHI”

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is twofold. The first is to consider how the social concern
with leisure and “goraku” was grown and to analyze the progress from “minsyu-goraku”
to "kokumin-goraku”. The second is to examine the meaning of the theory of “goraku”.

Disputants inquired the shaking of “society and goraku” and formed the theory of
“goraku”. This paper focuses Yasunosuke Gonda‘s theory.

Yasunosuke Gonda(1887-1951) was among those who studied “minsyu-goraku” or rec-

reation. Earlier

research revealed that Gonda changed his theory during the war.

However ,this so-called shift in his theory needs carefully reconsideration. We must look

more carefully into his view of human, society.

Chapter 1 attempts to investigate his view of “goraku” and its ground. He asked

goraku, production and work in life.

Chapter II analyzes his proposal about workers leisure and recreation.

Key word: leisure, recreation, work, life, Yasunosuke Gonda, modern
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