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A Study on Spread at the Dawn of Windsurfing
—Focusing on the activities of Japan Windsurfing Association—

Takaya HIRANO”*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the process of establishment and spread of
Windsurfing in Japan focusing on the activities of Japan Windsurfing Association (JWA).

Windsurfing was imported privately by Haruhide Suzuki in 1972. After a
Windsurfing was imported privately by Haruhide Suzuki in 1972. After a period of pro-
duction and distribution due to the patent research mistake, the imports and sale of
windsurfing started from January in 1974. It was not early compared to other countries,
but the foundation for spread was established because of the activities during the period
of production and distribution, which fostered the rapid expansion at the start of sale.
When Windsurfing International of Japan (WSJ]) was established to sell windsurfing, JWA
was established at the same time. The objectives of establishment were activities such as
spread of windsurfing, fostering of sailors, handling of races or competitions and dispatch
to foreign races.

The fleet system increased the number of windsurfers and built up a sense of fellow-
ship, which had an influence on the spread. It even becomes an objective to join a fa-
mous fleet. In addition, the system was useful to supervise sailors and take safety
measures. The shops and windsurfing schools were established on the basis of setting up
the fleets. The shops were opened not only in Kanto area where WSJ] was located but
also across the county and windsurfing became widespread based on them. The establish-
ment of schools at those shops promoted the expansion of windsurfers. JWA hold free
training sessions for instructors targeted for the shops as well as free workshops for
windsurfers at the beginning. JWA also actively held the competitions to contribute to
the development of windsurfer classes. On the other hand, funboard competitions started
in 1979 and short board competitions stated in 1982 with the spread of boards other
than windsurfing. JWA joined Japan yachting association, carried out the categorization
by board type and changed the name to Japan Board Sailing Association (JBSA) to indi-
cate a policy of controlling all the windsurfing.
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