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A report on the culture of leisure life in Hanshin area

— From sightseeing guidebooks in the Taisyo Era —

Yoshifumi Tajima'

Abstract

Nishinomiya-City was established in April 2008 as the quasi-government-decreed city. After the

big earthquake of Hanshin-Awaji in 1995, Nishinomiya is continuously increasing its population. One

of the reasons for its” density might be a fulfilling leisure life in this area. So I would like to study

“the culture of leisure life” and examine collaborative policy of university and NPO as a local

community. First I refer to historic background of leisure life in Nishinomiya and Hanshin area,

consulting sightseeing guidebooks published during the Taisho Era.

Offering people in the Kinki region for day-trips or overnight-trips, these books had some index

for finding out railway stations or railway lines, well-traveled routes and destinations. Books

introduce also many tourist spots and amusement facilities besides shrines and temples to visit. This

kind of guidebooks began to issue a lot in those days and had been popular among the people seeking

leisure and amusement.
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