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The relationship between educational reform and

recreation under the occupation

Yukimasa Kato' and Hiroshi Sawamura®

Abstract

The aim of this research is to reveal the activities of the National Recreation Association of Japan

and the purpose of such activities during the GHQ occupation after the war. This research will also

consider the connection between educational reforms and recreation movements.

Before the war, the Nikon Kosei Kyokai (Japan Recreation Association) engaged in welfare

movement dissemination and promotional activities as an extra-governmental organization affiliated
to the Ministry of Health and Welfare. After World War I1, the Nikon Kosei Kyokai underwent a series
of name changes before reinventing itself as the National Recreation Association of Japan.

The initial domestic situation was one of economic and political confusion after losing the war
and the people of Japan lived extremely poor lives. The occupation by GHQ was something Japan had
never experience either before or since and this time was an unprecedented era for Japan. During the
approximately seven years that GHQ occupied Japan a number of reforms were made, including
reforms of five major areas, and as a result numerous systems such as the Japanese political and
economic systems came to differ from their pre-war form. Recreation was no exception and we can

assume that the National Recreation Association of Japan was carrying out activities in a way that

reflected the intentions of GHQ.
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