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The difference of Open Gardens in Japan through the operating subject
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Abstract

Because it has developed in a different context from its origin in England, there is a difference in
quality with regard to “open-gardens™ in Japan. Unlike in England open-gardens in Japan don’t
always have the aim of charity. They also lack integrated organizations to operate their activities. In
every city, people show their gardens as they like. They don’t have the explicit aim or standards for
showing their gardens. It is a kind of pasturage — no map, no support and self-responsibility.

Besides those held for commercial purposes, open-gardens in Japan can generally be classified
into three categories, those that are operated by local governments, gardening circles and
‘complicated’ organizations.

In the results of questionnaire surveys conducted in September and October 2014 significant
differences can be observed among the garden owners in three cities, Obuse in Nagano prefecture,
Nagareyama in Chiba prefecture, and Eniwa in Hokkaido. These three cities were chosen as
representative of three different types of open-gardens.

In order to get a road map of open-gardens in Japan to facilitate its maturation, it is necessary to
define the difference among the types while eliminating the biases arising from characteristics of the

three regions. Additionally it provides a way to improve the leisure environment.
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